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To theHonolulu City Council Fax 0527-5733
Testimonyfor the 2-1-06City Council Hearing —c
IronCareTi M. Wilberts t—
733 lóthAvenue
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

To all City Council members,
My nameis Cavort M. Wilberts and I would like to givetestimony on the variousproperty tax bill beforeyou now. As
an ordinaay citizen thatdoesn’tspeakLawyer-ce,I am struggling to understandthe various bills with their confusing
jargon andhowthesebills will affect my mother and myselfandmy friendsandtheir parents.The homeownersofmy
mothersgenerationlook at the doubletalk in thesehills and mostof themwill notpertainto UL
Lets startwith Bill 4. The basic homeexemptionis still at the

40
b mngc with how propertytax has Lripkd in recent

ycar& I pivptnc thathit bask excuzidonstartat ZOO~and It go up from thereaccordingly. On subsectionf14b)A
taxpayer who: Doesnotownany other real propertyanywhere.Doesthis meanbecausemy mother owns another
pmpertythat my hrntlinv livr’~un, that ‘4hr will mat b~ibli to iii. advuutajvof thubill. Thu lu net right. W~.a.~.£LVL

renting, or makingmoneyon theseproperties.Mom andI live in one homeandmybrother lives in theother andwe
takecareof our mother. Thatsubsectionshouldbeeliminated, we haveearnedthe right to usethisbill. What are we to
do when the2007-2008tax bill comes,where do you think the moneycomesfrom. Proofof householdincome-
Any small amount ofmoney that thesepeoplehavebeenable to scrimpandsaveover the years should notbe taken
into consideration. You alsocannotguarantee that ourpersonal bankinformation will not be stolen.
Bill 15. Recommendto passwith the recommendationto changethe tax ceiling credit to

75
’b dollars. Also if

becausemymother owns two properties,will shebe able to usethisbill, I’ve read it but I really have a hard time
understanding the verbage.If with her two properties, shecan usethen thenI recommendto pass.
Bill 05.Passonly if the verbagecan be changedto say:
The new“owners” as receivingtheproperty from inheritance, transfer, thenewowners can Prove Yeatsofresiding
on saidresidence.The newownerswill be “Grandfathered In” andafforded thesametax benefitsas theprevious
owner.
(Length ofResidence,I’ve lived here 46 years, that should count for something).By the time my mother passesandthe
propertyhopefUlly goesto my brother andmyself,he and I will neverreach58 yearsof residenceasmy mother has).
Bill 5, AssessmentCap. Section8-7. Section(b) to add ona number 3 (3) after (2) Realproperty that is soldor
transferred.The third line should read (3) For propertythathasbeentransferredby inheritanceto family membersand
are the new titleholders whocanprove yearsofresidenceon saidproperty. The newtitle holders shall be acconledthe
sameas in section(a)lthru6.
Bill 2. Tax limit for homes.(a)(l) proposed at 10%. 1 would like to proposeno more than3%. Thereis no way that
my wageswill be able to keep up with the increasesandI am unable to get anotherparttime job with my arthritis.
Again lathes and gentlemen,where do you think themoneycomesfrom. Even with my small 3% increaseall of it
will be going to pay the property tax andall the other increasesyou haveimposeduponus this year. (b) (2&3). Again
doesn’t addressanyaddi property andwhenchildreninherit the property.There hasto be someconsiderationfor the
childrenwhohave stayedbehindto take careoftheir parents.Wehave doneour duty andtakencareofthe older
generation and 1 just want to havea houseto live in when I am their age,is that too much to ask. We shouldbe
commendedfor taking careofourparentsandnot taxedout ofexistence.
Bill 12.l)o not passthegeneral public will be victimizedby the fluctuating tax rate,anda majority ofthem will not
understand.
Bill 82. Do no passunless:Section2: about owning other property. That has to go. No matter if we ownany other
property we shouldbe ableto takeadvantageofthat tax credit.
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Bill 80.
You must takeout (a) (4). My motherowns two properties,AgainasI statedbefore,thesearenot
rentals,welive there,aswehaveourwhole lives. This oneclausedeletesusfrom takingadvantageof
anyofthesebills, If I amwrong andI amreadingthesewrongthencould someoneexplainit to me.
“No title holderownsanyotherrealpropertyanywhere”,this onecommonthreadhasinc sick to my
stomach,wheream I goingto getthemoneyto~yfor thepropertytax.
I am beggingyou all, pleasedo nottax us outofour homes,we haveno whereto go. I look at all these
bills andall I seeis political doubletalk and for thefirst time in my life I amscaredthat I won’t havea
hometo live in whenI ammy mothersage.
If! can pleasebeg you to takeout thoseclausesin the variousbills that statethat
to take advantageofthesebills you can’t own any other real property anywhere.
Pleasecan that clausebe taken out or limited to no more than 2-3 properties
owned that can beproven that immediate family membersresidethen, that is fair.
We are desperateand I again begyou not to tax us out of our home.

Thankyou for yourtime,

CaronM. Wilberts
Kaimuki


